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on the community's abstention
Unfortunately the main object which the Commission had in view in
recommending the release of Messrs Gandhi, Polak and Kallenbach was, to a
great extent, frustrated by the attitude taken up by these persons.
So far from assisting the Commission by placing before it the case for the
Indian community for the redress of alleged grievances and by collecting evidence
in support of the serious allegations of acts of violence committed upon persons
sentenced to imprisonment in connection with the strike, the leaders decided, on
various grounds which it is unnecessary to mention, entirely to ignore the
Commission. The result was that not only was the Indian community not
represented by counsel, but that, acting upon the advice given by Mr. Gandhi,
no witnesses appeared to substantiate the charges of violence.
Fortunately, during the latter end of our sitting, a few Indians, chiefly
from the Mahomedan section of that community, who represented the Natal
Indian Congress, did appear before us and gave evidence of considerable value
and importance. At a later stage of the enquiry, when the Commission sat
in Cape Town from the 23rd to the 27th February, several other Indians
presented themselves who claimed to represent various societies, three of them
having travelled from the Transvaal for that purpose. These persons were, we
think, well advised to refuse to follow the advice given by Mr. Gandhi to his
fellow-countrymen to ignore the Commission. By appearing and giving evidence
they were able to give us important information on certain subjects and, by
doing so, they, in our opinion, rendered considerable service to the Indian
community.
on the causes of the strike
The documentary evidence as contained in the various Blue Books which
have been placed at our disposal makes it clear that the strike was immediate-
ly due to dissatisfaction on the part of the leaders of the Indian community
with the provisions of the Immigrants Regulation Act, 1913.
Being unable to obtain from the Minister what he considered to be satis-
factory assurances on these points, Mr. Gandhi deliberately decided to take the
grave steps which immediately led to the strike and to the subsequent disturban-
ces which are the subject of this enquiry. In his letter of the 28th September,
which closed the correspondence between the Minister and himself, he informs
the former that the step which he proposes to take "consists in actively, persis-
tently and continually asking those who are liable to pay the £3 tax to de-
cline to do so and to suffer the penalties for non-payment, and, what is more
important, in asking those who are now serving under indentures and who will,
therefore, be liable to pay the £3 tax on completion of the indentures, to
strike work until the tax is withdrawn."
This is the first occasion on which, in the course of the correspondence
already referred to, mention was made of the £3 ta*. It was a matter, however,

